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Period of Ministerial 
Instability

 1854-1864 

The Formation of the Canadian Federal System (1840-1896)

1851

1840
Act of Union 
and creation of 
the Province of 
Canada

Creation of Indian reserves 
in Lower Canada

1849
Burning 
of the 
Parliament 
Buildings in 
Montreal

1871
British Columbia joins the 
Canadian federation

1885
Transcontinental 
railroad completed

1849
Withdrawal 
of women’s 
right to vote

1871
Signing of the first Numbered 
Treaties and creation of Indian 
reserves by the Canadian 
government

1885
North-West Rebellion (Second Métis 
uprising) / Hanging of Louis Riel

1854
 Abolition of 
the seigneurial 
system

1854
Signing of the 
Reciprocity 
Treaty with the 
United States

1845-1847
Massive Irish 
immigration  

1841

Alliance of 
Reformers (Baldwin–
LaFontaine alliance)

1879

Adoption of 
the National 
Policy by 
John A. 
Macdonald

1848

Establishment  
of a responsible 

government

1844

Bagot 
Commission report

1887

First interprovincial conference on 
provincial autonomy

1864
The Great 
Coalition

1864
Charlottetown 
and Quebec 
conferences

1846
Abolition of 

British 
protectionism 

and adoption of 
free trade by the 

United Kingdom

1870

Creation of the 
province of Manitoba

1870

Northwest Territories enters 
the Dominion of Canada

1873-1878

Severe economic 
crisis in Canada

1873

Prince Edward Island 
joins the Canadian 
federation

1872
Legalization of unions

1876
 Adoption of 
the Indian Act

1867

Adoption of the British 
North America Act (BNA 
Act) and the creation of 
the Dominion of Canada

1867

Implementation 
of proportional 
representation

1869

Red River Rebellion 
(First Métis uprising)

1866
End of the Reciprocity 
Treaty with the United 
States

BNA ActAct of Union

1852

Founding of the 
Grand Trunk 
Railway Company 

1850

Beginning of the first phase 
of industrialization Legend

Political Aspect
Economic Aspect

Social Aspect

Territorial Aspect

1866
London 

Conference


