Purpose of the activity
The goal of this activity is to help your child focus

on the different parts of a sentence.

°®
Learning
0D Rel f the activit
1'0 g et h e r Iniheevf(i::cccey;e, Cfilgr(;r:‘(:‘th learn about the

parts of a sentence through discovery. The simple

sentence model is often used to illustrate the parts
of a sentence.

Who or what are we talking about?

What are we saying about it?
When a child learns to identify the parts of a
sentence, they develop their knowledge of grammairr,

their ability to formulate well-constructed sentences
and their reading fluency.

Presence Required!
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Your child’s vocabulary words to build sentences

By Lise L’'Heureux Simple sentences from texts or books %
' Charts (appendix) if needed =3

Special Education Teacher, Director,
Instructor, Consultant and Coach
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LET’'S GO!

m é Today, we are going to focus on the parts of a sentence.

é In the What Is a Sentence? activity, | showed you several statements, including the
following: My dad’s car. We said that the words were well organized, that the idea made
sense, but that an important part was missing to complete the idea. To identify what was
missing, we tried to answer the following questions:

Who or what are we talking about - my dad’s car.

What are we saying about it (predicate)? .. This is when we realized that we could
not answer this question and that we had to complete the sentence so that it was
well constructed.

By asking yourself these questions each time you write, you will learn to formulate
complete sentences. This will help you in your future learning.

m é It's quite simple: Every time you write, and even when you read a sentence, you have to be
able to answer these questions. This allows you to check if all of the parts are present in

the sentence you created.
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m é Let's take the following example:

The children in the classroom.

To find out if this sentence is well constructed, we will ask ourselves the following questions.

Who or what are we talking about?

What are we saying about it?

And this is happening (where, why, how?)... If you don't have this information, it doesn't matter, because it's not mandatory.

To answer this, | will use the same table as in the “What Is a Sentence?” activity.

Who or what are we talking about? What are we saying about it? And this is happening (where, why, how)?

The children’ 2 in the classroom?.

In this sentence, the children are the ones who..! But we don’t know what is being said about them.? Even if we know that this
is happening in the classroom,® the sentence is incomplete. That means we need to add information so that it is constructed
correctly. Here's what that might look like:

Who or what are we talking about? What are we saying about it? And this is happening (where, why, how)?

The children are eating their snack’ in the classroom?.

Now, | know what is being said about them: they are eating their snack! | can now make a clear image of it in my head! We also
could have formulated the sentence another way:

Who or what are we talking about? What are we saying about it? And this is happening (where, why, how)?

The children' are working as a team? in the classroom?.
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In this sentence, we are still talking about the children,! but this time, it says that they are

working as a team? and that this is happening in the classroom. You see that the image in
your head is not the same!

Don't forget!
As you can see in both examples, we use a conjugated verb to answer the question: “What
are we saying about it?” You will notice that there is often at least one verb in a sentence. To s e i il o e e s s Sl s
help you, remember that you can check the presence of a verb by using “do not/does not T do'ng‘.'f 0 m'ss'ngl’ .
or is not/are not” before the verb, as in the following example: i R e
The children are not eating a snack in the classroom. OR The children are not working as .‘ "
a team in the classroom.

(D

You can now practise this strategy with sentences adapted to your child’s writing level.
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APPENDIX

Who or what are we talking about?

The children
The children

The children

Who or what are we talking about?
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Examples of using the table

What are we saying about it? And this is happening (where, why, how)?
? in the classroom
are (not) eating their snack in the classroom
are (not) working as a team in the classroom

Table that you can use at home

What are we saying about it? And this is happening (where, why, how)?

Full sentence or not?

No
Yes

Yes

Full sentence or not?
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