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Document Analysis:
The SWs

The 5Ws is a document analysis technique. It helps you identify key information so you can
understand it better.

To identify this information, you just need to ask yourself five questions:

\ 1
~ s Who is the subject in the text or in
- the image?
Who? ﬁ
Who is being discussed in

The “what?” is the the document?

subject of the document
or its central idea. What?
A

What is it about?

To what period of time does

the document refer?
When? |“_“|

When did the facts reported in the

In which territory did document occur?
the facts in the

document occur? Q
Where? (%

Which continent,

country, region or city is

being discussed? The “why?” explains the “what?”

Why? l ? by determining its causes.

Why did this event occur?

Example

(In 1759 ),(the British)(worked their way up the St. Lawrence River with the aim of conquering)
(Quebec City and Montreal),(the two political and economic centres ))of(New France).

Source : The War of the Conquest, Alloprof. n.d.

A Be careful!

‘ Sometimes, certain documents won’t have all the components. For example, a map might

not have the Who? component.

For more details on the 5Ws
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